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Greeting from the Winners of Encouraging Prize

On Receiving the

Presentation Award
Natsuko Kawasumi
(National University of Singapore)

I am truly honoured to
receive such a meaningful prize
for my poster presentation titled
“Comparative Analysis on Extraction Algorithms of
Representative Colours of Five Ethnic Townscapes
in Singapore.” I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to the judges, the organising committee,
and my two research supervisors; Dr. Chanprapha
Phuangsuwan and Dr. Mikiko Kawasumi.

This occasion was particularly meaningful to
me, as the conference took place at the Faculty of
Engineering of Yamagata University—the very same
institution from which my great-grandfather, born
in 1900, once graduated. It was inspiring to return
to a place so closely tied to my family's legacy in
engineering and science.

My research explores the cultural uniqueness of
five towns in Singapore through the lens of colour.
Having lived in Singapore for five years, I developed
a deep appreciation for its rich cultural diversity. This
project builds upon a previous study I presented at
the AIC 2023, where I extracted symbolic colours
from townscape images. However, I faced a difficulty
in accurately reflecting the unique visual identities of
each townscape. To address this, I introduced three
alternative extraction approaches and compared
these methods with the previous method to refine the
algorithms used for extracting representative colours.

Starting this summer, I will be joining the College
of Engineering at the National University of Singapore.
I am excited to further explore the intersection
between data science, design, and urban development.
Thank you once again for this opportunity and
recognition.
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